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PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT ON THE RESIDENTS
OF BORDER AREAS IN THE YEARS OF SYSTEM
CHANGE (1990 - 1994)
Nexhat Çoçaj
UBT – Higher Education Institution, Lagjja Kalabria, 10000 p.n.,
Pristina, Kosovo

Introduction
The change of system in Albania did not go unnoticed by Yugoslavia, in particular it was
followed with interest by the army and border police. By December 1990, hundreds of military
forces had been stationed in military barracks across the border, which for a number of years had
not appeared so long. These military forces, stationed in the border areas, aimed to observe the
events taking place in Albania. But the residents of the border areas did not know the reason for
these military movements. One thing they knew was that any movement of the army would bring
bad events to the inhabitants of the border areas. This was also the case in the past decades, in
148, 1956, 1974, 1981, when residents moved out of the border areas and emptied many villages
along the border. The arrival of new military forces in the border areas was not well seen by
residents of Kosovo's villages. They began to fear more than ever, fearing that these movements
would harm those residents who had failed to move out of their homes after so many years.
“When we saw these movements, namely the introduction of taxes on the land, the large number
of soldiers, we thought that there would be no new nationalist action and we were anxiously
awaiting every night what would happen to us. The rhythm of our lives changed and the fear
began to take the place of a normal life,” said Osman Kerhanaj, a resident of Guruzhupi. As Avdi
Tanaj, describing this anxiety added: “The Yugoslav military forces started to behave in the
village as if they were on their father's land. The border was monitored at any hour of the day. It
was raining night and day, and no one could move. But we did not know why this was happening.
But it wasn't too late, we saw young Albanians coming from Albania to Kosovo stopped by the
soldiers and then escorted and instructed to go through our streets. "1
December 1990 and February 20, 1991 marked the end of the communist regime in Albania. The
protest of December students, and on the other hand the fall of Enver Hoxha's bust in the middle
of Tirana. Despite the fact that student protests began in December, February 20, 1991 is
considered the day of the fall of the last communist regime in Europe.2
Regardless of what actually happened in Albania, Yugoslavia in 1991 was very focused on the
border with Albania, to work with the inhabitants of Albania in order to use them for their own
needs, namely in the service of deepening hatred between the Albanians of Albania and Kosovo
and Macedonia and Montenegro, not to be welcomed, but divided and hated. But how did the
Yugoslav Army sow this hatred? Seeing the number of young Albanians who failed to leave
Albania by sea, they began to move beyond the borders of Albania on behalf of their relatives,
or family members, who had been unjustly separated half a century ago, in the hope that they will
be able to receive financial support as well, as the possibilities had been created in advance for
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young people to leave Albania. The tough economic situation of the inhabitants of the border
areas did not create the luxury for young people to cross the coast from where they could flee
from Albania. So, crossing the border, for them, was the last hope that they would one day be
rich. In this way, they took the courage to come to Kosovo as an opportunity to achieve their
dreams.
Although this phenomenon has not been reflected or presented by any study, I must first focus
on the way Albanians in Albania lived in the border areas and their links with the Yugoslav army.
In the spring of 1991, the first but still very rare movements of Albanians in Kosovo began,
coming to their relatives. Initially, the arrivals were sporadic, which in fact were mainly family
movements. But these arrivals were not regular arrivals, or as the procedure required, to cross the
border with passports or so-called tourist visas but were clandestine arrivals.
From 1991-1994 there were two types of clandestine movements in the border belt:
a. the passage of the inhabitants of Albania near the border zone in Kosovo in the name
of re-acquaintance with the blood people; and
b. using the "opening" of the border to exit Kosovo to the west and opening shops and
businesses in Albania.
In this paper, we will only talk about the movement of border belt residents towards Kosovo, as
these movements have changed their destination and served the national cause, namely in the
service of the liberation of Kosovo.

Pilgrimage to Pashtrik - initiative to reunite separated families
In fact, the clandestine movements on the Albania - Kosovo border in 1991 were very sporadic
and all aimed at the reunification of the divided families. These movements were made in secret
but were well organized and in some way created a unity of family solidarity. Most of the first
movements in the border villages were nephews, namely sons of the women who were married
across the border, and since they were born, they had not had the opportunity to meet their
mothers' brothers. This spirit of movement in the border belt, was warm spirit and well received
warm. However, these movements until August 1991 were scarce, or rather rare. It can be said
that until then there had been only one visit to each village, and that falls to about 15 visits across
the entire border band, in Has territory.
From August 2, 1991, when the Pilgrimage to
the Peak of Pashtrik began to take place, it had
been a tradition to organize it until 1948, where
the families of the villages of Has met in this
holy place, exchanged their family ties, but
even more so.
The Pilgrimage to Pashtrik Peak, which is in
fact an ancient organization, at least according
to ethnographic memory, from the late Middle
Ages and lasted 21 days. In these days the
families of not only the villages of Has, climbed
high in the mountains and spent several nights
in the natural beauty. Slaughtered cattle,
enjoyed lavish lunches and dinners, and
performed religious ceremonies at the Sari
Saltek Tomb, considered among the first
missionaries of the Islamic faith in Albanian
lands, at least since the fourteenth century. But according to archaeological evidence, the
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pilgrimage to Pashtrik is thought to have been organized even in the time of the Illyrians, as there
are many forms of stone shrines in the area, which speak of the antiquity of this pilgrimage.
August 2, 1991, brought about a major change in the lives of frontier residents, as families
separated for the first time in half a century. The venue was at the highest point of Pashtrik, at a
place called Pashtrik’s Tomb, which was actually divided in half and divided into two states, thus
having the right to be visited by residents of both countries, but in fact it did not exist during the
communist regime. Even in August 1991, such action would not have been allowed, had it not
been for the aggravation of the political situation in Croatia, namely the beginning of the conflict
between Serbia and Croatia, which was followed by the Serbian war. Croatians, on one hand and
the fall of the communist regime in Albania.
During the 21 days of the Pashtrik pilgrimage, hundreds of families met in the Pashtrik
mountains. It was the first time that family members were meeting, rejuvenating, and having
lunch together. These recognitions then dictated the course of events. Although remotely
followed by the Yugoslav military forces, it was not the case that even a Yugoslav soldier went
up to the peak of Pashtrik during these days. This action of the Yugoslav Army was seen by the
residents astonishing and awe. Residents of the border areas feared the soldiers would take action
after returning to their homes. But over time it turned out that the army had a different attitude
and purpose. There were cases when some of the members of the newly identified families came
to the villages of Kosovo, or even from Pashtriks, to the villages of Has, Albania. Those days
were more than days of joy. Everywhere in the villages of Has there was talk of the reunification
of unjustly separated families. Dinners were organized everywhere and other relatives were
invited to reunite with their relatives. Now it had become “fashionable” for families coming from
Albania to organize dinners, to welcome their families, daughters, grandchildren, uncles etc.
Dan Rexhep Krasniqi from Damjan, reports that immediately after meeting in Pashtrik with his
sister, nephews and son-in-law, it was agreed that a week later his sister Hanife would come to
Damjan and meet her mother, having separated with the girl when Hanife was 6 years old. “Since
Mother had not been able to come with us to the peak of Pashtrik, the day the sister came to
Damjan was special. It was the first day of September and the streets of the village were buzzing
with the noise of children going to school when Sister Hanife approached our house. She had
come with her son up the mountain and straight to the old house where she was born and had
lived 6 years. After greeting her, she asked her who is the mother of Hanife, who remained in
Albania as a child. As soon as the mother learns that Hanife was her daughter she faints and after
waking up, she had been crying all night, not removing her daughter from her lap.”3
As Hanife Krasniqi describes it this moment: “After 43 years meeting my mother and not
knowing who she is, is not normal, but it happened to me. I was thinking of meeting my mother
as I had left her young, beautiful, smiling, and I had not thought I would find her old and hurt in
soul. I came from that place constantly and I am happy to be with her in the last days of her life.
As she held my hand and I held her hand away from this world, but with a calm heart, we were
reunited after 43 years.” 4
Mehmet Tana, from Guruzhupi, in a lengthy conversation on the subject stated: “Those days it
was widely rumored that this summer we will have prosperity, as we will meet people of blood.
My three sisters were married in Albania and I had only seen them from a distance, but I had not
yet had the opportunity to meet them. I learned in the spring that on August 5, 1991, all the sisters
would become together from Domaj, from the Pusi Thate, and ascend to Pashtrik. They will be
taken away by other family members as well, and to me the message was clear. I did so too,
invited the other sister that was married in Kushnin, across the border, and together with my
family left for Pashtrik Mountain.”5 Mehmet relates the emotions he felt where he hugged the
3
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sisters, whom he had never met before. More than words about that meeting spoke our tears,
which did not stop. Those tears that came out of our eyes were tears of joy, but that spoke louder
than any word we could get. We couldn't believe we were together. We each remembered the
separation, but also enjoyed this union.
Many of the other residents, who I had the opportunity to meet some of them in those days, talk
about meeting family people in Pashtrik Mountains in August 1991, but lacking my camera
because I feared that the police and the army would prevented us from taking pictures on that
pilgrimage, I wasn’t able to take any picture of these moments.
Hasan Maloku, from Planeja, recalls that meeting with these words: “It was unprecedented. That
meeting opened our eyes, opened our hearts and opened the doors of reunion. From that day on
we were not separated from each other. I am fortunate to have met my uncles. Even though I did
not have my mother alive, my uncles accepted me as a nephew who had not seen me for more
than forty years, and I accepted them as people of my blood, from whom I was no longer
separated. "6

As we noted after the end of the Pashtrik Pilgrimage Days, the movements of Has village
residents from Albania to Kosovo began to increase. But in spite of the joys of these visits,
resentments about the behavior of newcomers began to appear. However, unable to make honest
communication, discontent remained overshadowed and never wavered. The astonishing
behaviors remained as black shadows, which were followed by many parties and many warm
welcome, which every day bothered the inhabitants of Has villages in Kosovo.
This way of organizing these parties did not go unnoticed by the Yugoslav army. At first they did
not react, but after a few days they began to stop all the inhabitants of the villages of Albania,
who came for family visits in a clandestine manner and kept them in informative talks. For the
inhabitants of the villages of Albania, and especially for the youth in particular, this way of
questioning was not something unaffordable. They were able to keep the demands of the Serb
soldiers secret and secret. They also did not tell the family where they were coming from as a
guest, only to make their visits, namely the crossing. But, on the other hand, they were obliged
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to prove that they were applying the requirements of the soldiers, regarding their behavior and
actions, to the families they were visiting.

After the days of the pilgrimage ended, the movements of the inhabitants of the border areas
began to increase. But now, as the people who started the movement recall, the attitude of the
border army has changed. Every Albanian young man who was on his way to cross the border,
namely to come to relatives in Kosovo, was given some instructions that he was obliged to follow
if he wished to avoid problems with the army, namely arrested. The demands, as we shall see
below, were not burdensome, but not unhealthy in national terms, because they would tell the
divide and start convincing the people of Kosovo that the Albanians of Albania do not love the
Kosovo Albanians. They will not be in the service of national liberation and they are people who
only know how to steal and kill. So, the Yugoslav Army was trying to convince the people that
the Albanians of Albania were born criminals, for little money to kill, steal, inhuman and
everything else.

The obligation to report to the army of every visitor - disruptive
intentions of the inhabitants
The young Albanians from the villages of Has beyond Pashtrik encouraged by their desire to visit
their relatives on the one hand and on the other hand in the hope that by meeting with the people
of their tribe they would gain some alms and will have the opportunity to leave Albania, accept
to become Yugoslav Army tools and act on their order. For a long time, these actions were not
understood, but during numerous conversations with some of these youths, the actions and goals
of the Yugoslav Army began to emerge.

1

Imer Koleci, nephew in Gjonaj, during
numerous conversations in 2004 had
confessed to me how he had fallen prey to
Serbian propaganda so that after going to
his uncle's family, he would not return
home without any theft. “At first I found
it difficult because my uncle was actually
giving me money so that I could regulate
my well-being as my mother was alive.
But for fear that the military would take
my money, I was forced to act as they
instructed me. To steal, to report to people
who participated in the games they
organized for me, etc.”7
I personally did not have the opportunity
to meet my uncle at the peak of Pashtrik,
but I could not wait to see my mother's
relatives. I wanted to convey the message
of the mother, who had died, mentioning
her brothers, from whom she had been
unfairly separated. As soon as I realized
that they were starting to move and that
the army was not driving them or mistreating them, I decided to cross the Red Cross near
Guruzhupi, where it was even easier to cross the border, begins Demush Ramadani's confession
from Vlahna. “As soon as the army saw me they stopped me. I was approached by cigarettes,
which I did not object to. I was invited inside the barracks and was forced to go with them. At
the moment I thought they were going to kill me, but from their behavior I realized that they had
no purpose and I began to take a stand. After about half an hour we talked to one of the officers,
'You're going to tell us where you're going and you're going to tell us who was present. But to
make room for other times, when you go out you will steal whatever you find and wait for
breakfast, but go away at night and report back here.
- It's too far to come here at night, because I don't know the way?
- You don't need to come, we will be near the house where you will be and we will drive you
here.
And so it happened, as soon as they went to bed, when everyone was asleep, I had to wake up
and take away with me whatever I found in the hallways, shoes, clothes that had been taken out
to dry and a stove for coffee.
The army allowed me to go back to the village while they gave me things, but I just left the army
and threw them into a brook because I had not done the robbery voluntarily and I didn't have it
in nature, but I was obliged and I had to do it ”- concludes the story Demushi.8
Like the Demushi, same thing happened to dozens of other young people from the villages of
Has, Albania. Petrit Sallahi from Kruma, after nearly thirty years, has been calling me from
Greece these days and recalled during the conversation his first appearance in Gjonaj in the
Lushaj family. “At first I was scared, when the army caught me, but after they gave me some
advice, that when I left Alush Lushaj's house, I would steal a calf, a cow or something like that,
as though I was liberated, even though they forced me to I acted differently than I thought. At
times I thought of telling the people I went to that I was forced to steal, to tarnish the good image
of our people. But, whenever I wanted to tell them I was ashamed and failed to tell them. But
after two days of staying, after being followed, I returned at night as a thief and took a cow from
7
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the beech and reported to the Guruzhup border post. The military didn’t ask me anything and
allowed me to cross the border. That way I did it three more times, but I had never done it with
my heart, but because I was forced.”9
I received similar stories from Pellumb Thaçi, Nuhi Papdeja, Avni Koleci, Meritan Cahani and
many others who, according to their confessions, were later allowed by the military to bring
things to sell, only to do any wrongdoing to make the residents have a bad impression of their
behavior.

Conclusion
Thus, we can say that the transition of the communist system to democracy was not merely a
transfer of systems, but a transition accompanied by consequences, which took years to "repair",
that is, until the beginning of the 1998 - 1999 war, when the events of the transition of
communism to democracy remained only memories of the past. And, in fact, all the intrigues
drawn up by the Serbian army and police turned out to be unsuccessful, because inertia, or better
to say the power of fraternal blood, endured all negative actions.
As we saw in all the Yugoslav army's plans to bridge the divide between the inhabitants of the
border villages with Albania and Kosovo, they turned out to be wrong, because within a short
time it was understood that all thefts, reports to the police, were being carried out, forced by
family members who came to visit. But, on the other hand, the reunification proved to be an
indispensable step in strengthening family ties and greatly influenced the strengthening and
development of the KLA war.
From 1997/98 onwards, these persons who had passed through the hands of the Serbian military
and police services, allegedly to enforce their orders, were the first to line up in the incomplete
support of KLA fighters, by being with them not only as border leaders, illegally crossing the
border, bringing weapons into Kosovo, but also members of the KLA, not being separated from
the soldiers for a moment.
Their engagement was largely influenced by the frequent crossing of Pashtrik trails, the
recognition of Yugoslav soldiers' crossings, the most dangerous crossing points and locations,
and their familiarity with the Yugoslav army's strategy of controlling of the border.
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